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thinks he has learned more from actual stage ex-
perience and by observing life.
"I know some of the great oyama of the past
must have turned in their graves when I took up
baseball. They used to live a woman's life off
stage as well as on, wearing women's clothing on
the street and doing embroidery. They thought
it helped them in thek work/' he said. It seems
that the first effeminate oyama to come to Yedo
was forbidden to appear in public in feminine
attire by the authorities who thought such a pro-
ceeding would corrupt the people's morals. That
was in 1642, Later they relented, however>
though oyama were forbidden to appear on the
stage in long hair like women. So they had to
shave the front of thek heads like other men and
to hide this disfiguration they wore a silk cloth
over the shaved spot. In old time kabuki plays
the actors still wear these cloths on the front part*
of thek wigs so as to be in keeping with tradition.
In fact, so feminine did the oyama become that
they set styles for women's dress and hairdressing.
They even ate like women and were ashamed to
let it be known if they were married. As salaries
were then very low for even top ranking players,
at one time it was the custom to allow part-time
players and unpaid young men who hung around